The development of Tidal Power has been receiving attention in a smal1 and sporadic way for the past many years in India.
The possibilities of Tidal Power Development have so far been identified at three locations in the country, viz.
-the Gulf of Kachchh -the Gulf of Cambay, on the West Coast in Gujarat -Sundarbans along the East Coast in the West Bengal.
A major step towards quantifying the overal1 possibilities of Tidal Power in India was taken by the erstwhile Central Water and Power C011111Ussion in 1975 when the services of an expert, Prof. E.M. Wilson of University of Salford U.K. were obtained under UNDP Programme. Prof. Wilson suggested four alternatives schemes in the Gulf of Kachchh and two alternative schemes in the Gulf of Cambay. Besides, three small schemes were also indicated in the delta of Sundarbans.
The projects in the Gulf of Kachchh and Gulf of Cambay as identified by Prof. Wilson, however, invo1ved large magnitude of civil works.
Subsequently, an alternative medium scale development in the Gulf of Kachchh was identified by Central Electricity Authority which was also appreciated by Prof. Wilson during later discussions.
This proposaI envisages single effect single basin development by constructing the main barrier of about 3 km length across Hansthal Creek and two smal1 barriers of about 1 km each across Sara and Phang Creeks.
A low bund/dyke of approximately 2 to 3 m height would also be necessary across the Sathsiada bet which gets submerged during high water. -Geological Survey of India; -Central Water Conunission; Kandla Port Trust; -Gujarat Electricity Board; -Central Design Organisation (Gujarat) have already been approached for carrying out the investigations and studies.
Commencement of Investigations & Seminar on Tidal Power
The commencement of investigations for the tidal power project in the Gulf ofKachchh was fonnaIly inaugurated by the Minister of State for Energy at Kandla on 9 th J anuary, 1982. On this occasion a Seminar on TidaI Power Development in India was aIso organised. The inaugural function was presided over by the Chief Minister of Gujarat.
Besides the distinguished guest and the representatives of various cooperating agencies a large number of engineers, scientists, journalists and interested public men attended the inaugural function and participated in the Seminar.
Agreement with Electricité de France
Since the proposed investigations/studies for the TidaI Power Project in the Gulf of Kachchh are of highly specialised nature and are being carried out for the first time in the country, the Centrai Electricity Authority has entered into an agreement with Electricité de France for seeking their assistance in the planning of the investigations in detennining its scope and in identifying the broad areas and methodology for data collection.
The EDF Experts visited India from 14 th March to 3 rd April, 1982. 
